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Mrs. Loye - Room 204 

 
 
 
 

 
The children are really enjoying Writer’s Workshop.  We are working on 

personal narratives.  They  often forget  details about what they have done.  (I 
know you do not have your child sit around and play video games all day ) Please 
spend a few minutes discussing a memorable event with your child.  Maybe even 
look through an old photo album to jar their memories.   

 
 Please read the enclosed note about Valentine’s Day and what we 

are doing in our class.  
 No School on Monday, 2/11 and Monday, 2/18!  Have fun!   

 
Ask Me About: 

 Our persuasive letters to Country or City 
Mouse – Why didn’t the Country mouse like 
the city? 

 Jumping Silent E 
 Reader’s Theater for Groundhog Day 

 
In keeping with the spirit of Black History month, we will once again write to 
Ruby Bridges.  While researching the internet I found a quick little article that 
a teacher wrote about ways to discuss “tolerance” with your child.  It is on the 
back of this paper- please take a few minutes to review it.  I feel it ties in with 
the theme of the month AND with our anti-bully campaign at school. 
 



 
This is from a Highlights website- I cut and pasted it, I did not write it!  I think it is 

worth reading. 

 

Learning About Tolerance 

 

Not long ago, I was saddened to read a  message from a mother who wrote to 

us saying that her son was having trouble making friends because their family 

was from a different background than the other families in their community. I 

wondered whether the other children and families were even aware  that this 

boy felt excluded. Prejudices take different forms. School -age kids sometimes 

avoid someone whom they perceive as different, and biases are often 

reflected in the bullying and teasing that occur in schoolyards, lunchrooms, 

buses, and other setti ngs. One estimate says that 66% of children are regularly 

teased - often because of their appearance, gender, race, ethnicity, religion, 

or disability.  

 

Can tolerance be taught? I believe the answer is yes. Here are some things that 

we can do to teach tole rance.  

1. Set a positive example both in how we talk about other people and how 

we behave toward them.  

2. Let our children know that disparaging comments are not acceptable. 

Make it clear that picking on someone is a sign of weakness, not strength, 

and that bu llying, in any form, is unacceptable.  

3. Since bigotry often stems from fear of the unknown, make sure our 

children get to know people of diverse backgrounds. Our children will 

quickly discover the things they have in common, and learn that there are 

often m ore similarities than differences.  

4. Make sure our children recognize that they must take responsibility for their 

words and behavior and realize that their deeds have impact.  

5. Empower our children to take positive actions. For example, encourage 

them to re ach out to someone who has been excluded or to let an adult 

know if they witness bullying.  

For more on this topic, suggestions on how to encourage tolerance and 

respect, and strategies children can employ to stop teasing, go to  

 www.tolerance.org  

 

http://www.tolerance.org/parents/index.jsp

